93.   STORY OF A SOLDIER OF TRUTH[-II]
"I cannot tell, 0 Athenians, how far you have been carried away
by my accusers5 words. For my own part, they nearly made me forget
who I was, so plausible were they. But I say that their arguments are
a lie. Among their falsehoods there was one which astonished me most.
They asked you not to be misled by my eloquence. It is they who are
rhetorical. I have no skill in the art of speaking. If by rhetoric they
mean truth, I admit that I possess it. However, if they allow that I
am a truthful person, I am not an orator in their sense of the word. For
they have spoken with dazzling effect, but there is nothing of truth
in their words. For my part, I shall place before you the whole truth
and nothing but the truth, I have not come to you with a prepared
speech. I am an old man. It is not for me to speak before you eloquently
or in brilliant words. Do not be surprised, therefore, if I speak as simply
as I am used to. I am now more than seventy years old, and this is
my first experience of a law court. I am thus a stranger to the dignified
ways of a court and to the manner of speech appropriate to it Do
not therefore mind my style. As judges, your duty is to consider whether
or not what I say is just. My duty is to place before you nothing but
the truth.
"My accusers are many in number. One of the charges is that
I inquire into all things and make the worse appear the better reason,
and so mislead the people. Those who accuse me thus are powerful
persons. They say that I do not adhere to the religion of our forefathers.
Moreover, they made these accusations when I was not there and it
was therefore impossible for me to defend myself. I hope that your
hearts will be freed from the bias created by their malicious or cunning
reports. Nevertheless, I know' that my task is a difficult one. I shall
say what is needful, be the issue as God wills it
"I mentioned a while ago the substance of their charge against
me. They also lampoon me in plays1 and show me as trying to walk
on air. I have not even thought about these things* I do not mean
to suggest that it is impossible to walk on air. If anyone can do so,
let him try by all means. For my part I have no knowledge of these
matters, yet Meletus has made a charge against me to that effect. Many
of you here in this assembly have known me for a long time. You may
consult among yourselves and find out whether I have ever talked to
1 In 'Aristophanes's play, Clouds, Socrates was made out to be a subverter of the
polls. He "walked on air, contemplated the sun,... paddled about the streets of Athens
like a waterfowl" and ran "a thinking-school".